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Nigeria Customs Seizes N273 Million Worth of Contraband in 
Aggressive Cross River Crackdown
The Nigeria Customs Service intercepts N273.6 million in prohibited imports, including 1,996 kegs of vegetable oil, along the Cross River border zone.










The Nigeria Customs Service (NCS) has executed a massive interdiction operation along the country’s porous southern maritime borders, seizing prohibited 
commercial imports valued at an estimated NGN 273.68 million (approximately KES 24.6 million or USD 195,000). The aggressive enforcement action, coordinated 
by the Cross River/Calabar Free Trade Zone/Akwa Ibom Area Command, represents a critical victory against transnational smuggling syndicates actively 
undermining the nation’s fragile domestic economy.



The sophisticated raid explicitly targeted high-volume consumable commodities that directly violate current federal import prohibition lists. The sheer scale of 
the intercepted contraband highlights the immense logistical capabilities of black-market operators attempting to flood Nigerian markets with untaxed, 
unregulated foreign products. The ongoing border war mirrors identical challenges faced by the Kenya Revenue Authority (KRA) at the Busia and Namanga 
crossings, where East African customs agents continuously battle syndicates smuggling contraband sugar and untaxed ethanol



The Anatomy of the Interdiction :



Operating on actionable intelligence regarding illicit maritime movements, specialized anti-smuggling units tracked and intercepted the illicit cargo before it 
could be dispersed into local distribution networks. The centerpiece of the seizure consisted of 1,996 industrial-sized kegs of foreign vegetable oil. The importation 
of refined vegetable oil remains strictly prohibited under current Nigerian trade policy, a protective measure specifically designed to shield domestic agricultural 
processors from predatory foreign dumping. The calculated Duty Paid Value (DPV) of NGN 273.68 million reflects both the raw market cost of the goods and the 
massive tariff revenues the federal government would have lost had the syndicate successfully bypassed the designated port authorities.



Primary Contraband: 1,996 large-capacity kegs of foreign refined vegetable oil.

Legal Justification: All items were confiscated pursuant to the stringent provisions established within the updated Nigeria Customs Service Act.

Economic Impact: The seizure protects local palm oil and groundnut oil processing facilities from facing artificially deflated black-market competition.



Protecting Domestic Industrial Capacity :



The aggressive posture maintained by the NCS is deeply intertwined with the federal government’s broader macroeconomic stabilization strategy. By strictly 
enforcing the import prohibition list, customs officials are functionally acting as the primary defensive perimeter for domestic manufacturers. When uncustomed 
and unregulated commodities infiltrate local markets, they severely undercut indigenous industries, precipitating widespread factory closures and catastrophic 
job losses.



This protectionist enforcement is a universally recognized economic necessity across developing markets. Across the continent, customs authorities are 
deploying identical tactics. In neighboring Ogun State, the NCS Area Command recently generated NGN 259.78 million (KES 23.3 million) in legitimate revenue 
while seizing a staggering NGN 4.63 billion (KES 416 million) in smuggled goods, including 630 bags of foreign rice intercepted along the Afamin-Igbogila axis.



Complex Maritime Security Threats :



The Cross River and Akwa Ibom maritime corridors present uniquely difficult geographical challenges for law enforcement. The labyrinthine network of creeks, 
tributaries, and coastal inlets provides smugglers with virtually infinite staging areas to offload contraband from foreign vessels out of sight of formal port 
authorities. Speaking on the broader regional context, the Akwa Ibom State Commissioner of Police recently testified that the Nigerian maritime sector faces 
intensely complex security threats that transcend mere economic sabotage, often overlapping with the proliferation of small arms and narcotics.



The successful execution of this NGN 273 million seizure required seamless inter-agency intelligence sharing and the deployment of rapid-response marine 
interceptors. To sustain this momentum, the NCS command leadership has mandated enhanced 24-hour surveillance across all known smuggling routes within 
the Calabar Free Trade Zone perimeter. Ultimately, the destruction of these transnational smuggling networks requires more than isolated interdictions. Economic 
experts warn that as long as immense price disparities exist between neighboring nations, the financial incentive to smuggle will endure. However, by continually 
inflicting devastating financial losses upon these syndicates through high-value seizures, the Nigeria Customs Service is methodically stripping the profitability 
out of the black market.
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